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is now come to regard as the first statesman of
the age. Although M. Stolypin reads English
with ease and speaks it with a certain fluency,
the language spoken by the British Monarch
and the Russian Premier was French, and, accord-
ing to competent Russians who have now for the
first time heard His Majesty use it, King Edward's
mastery of the French language is remarkable.
His careful choice of words expressive of every
shade of meaning, words which yet flow unchecked,
is mentioned with admiration by all. But what
most particularly and agreeably surprised the
Russian Ministers was the precise knowledge of
Russian political parties and public men that
underlay the remarks of the King, whose familiarity
with international relations alone presupposes long
and continual study.
The Foreign Secretary, M. Izvolsky, had also
a long audience with His Majesty, in the course
of which the conversation turned on a variety of
topics, chosen mainly from the political domain.
At five o'clock the audience came to a close, as
the King and Queen received the Tsar and
Tsaritsa, who came to tea, and remained a con-
siderable time on the yacht. Meanwhile, on
board the cruiser " Almaz," Sir Charles Hardinge
had called upon M. Izvolsky, and both statesmen,
plunging at once in medias res, were soon engaged
in a thorough discussion of the sole knotty political
problem which has called for a display of give-and-
take since the Convention was signed last year.
At dinner both Sovereigns made speeches. King
Edward, addressing the Tsar, said:
I thank your Majesty most heartily, on behalf
of the Queen and myself, for the cordial manner in
which you have welcomed us in the waters of the